SAT Essay Outline

INTRODUCTION

Formulate your ideas into an outline using the following structure.

Your intro should introduce a concept or conflict that you will address in the body of your essay.
Above all, your intro exists to support your thesis statement: a specific claim about the topic of
the essay that you can support with examples. The structure of an intro paragraph breaks down
as follows:
• Many people know that there is a conflict between A and B.
• Summarize the conflict in a sentence.
• Present arguments for side A. Include two details that support that side.
• Present arguments for side B. Include two details that support that side.
• Thesis sentence: In fact, the solution to the conflict is C. Here follow 3 (or however many)
arguments proving C is the solution.

Even though it’s the longest part of an essay, the body is in many ways the easiest to write.
Follow this simple structure.

BODY

• Body Paragraph #1:
◦ Some people think A is better than B.
◦ Three good reasons why they think that.
◦ Why they’re wrong.
• Body Paragraph #2:
◦ Some people think B is better than A.
◦ Three good reasons why they think that.
◦ Why they’re wrong.

CONCLUSION

• Body Paragraph #3:
◦ In fact, C.
◦ Answer to the best reason A is better than B.
◦ Answer to the best reason B is better than A.

Restate your conflict at the beginning of the conclusion, summarize positions A, B and C as you
explained them in the body, then end with a strong argument in favor of C.
• Restatement of conflict introduced in the intro.
• Summary of position A with flaws identified in body paragraph.
• Summary of position B with flaws identified in body paragraph.
• Summary of position C with strengths identified in body paragraph.
• Therefore (again) C, because C is my thesis.

